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A SYEIAC FEAGMENT. 

By Prof. Bicharb- J. H. Gottheil, Ph. D., 

Columbia College, N. T. 



In the year 1886, whilst busied in Berlin and London with the Syriac transla- 
tions of the Canon of Aristotle and of the Isagoge of Porphyry, 1 1 had occasion to 
examine closely MS. Sachau 116. It is described in the Kurzes Verzeichniss der 
Sachau' schen Sammlung, p. 11, as containing "Sticke logischer Schriften von 
Aristoteles und Porphyrins (bes. tabellarische Darstellungen)." 

The MS. consists wholly of individual leaves and parts of different Kurras. 
I have not noted how many there are ; but some of my extracts were taken from 
Kurras twenty-four and twenty-five. The MS. must, therefore, have been quite 
voluminous. These " tabellarische Darstellungen " are nothing more than the 
well-known Tabels of Porphyry. 2 These tables commence at the end of Kurrasa 
24 where we read uoa*j&s»asj >«^,a™£u|» l^oZusj i-^^ 3 l- 13 ^ \»— •** ^ » - ^ ^soZ 

,iio ■ - " M ']• .51 jjslviisj I'^cjJbo; l^|-*£ i-lj \ frfralae \ . '-ri " Z J,11mVo ^m\i° 

: ^*io] -i i i SS i i As a specimen, I give the first table : 



i There are at least two translations of the Isagoge into Syriac (MS. or. Berlin Petermann, 
1, 9, fols. 8b-36a, and MS. Brit. Mus. add. 14, 658, fols. 61-73). There is also an Arabic translation 
in the Petermann MS. I have made copies of all three. For other MSS. see Wenrich De Auctorum 
Grwcorurn verMonibus, etc., Lipsiae, 1842, p. 280. The Arabic translation mentioned by Wenrich, 
1. c, p. 282, Zenker, Aristotelis Categories, p. 13, as having been made by Bar 'EbhrSyS, is probably 
only a compendium. Such a compendium exists also in the S e wadh Suphia, Hgwath 
Hekhm e tha, and M e narath Kudhsg. See A List of Plants, etc., p. 5. 

Of the Syriac translation of the Categories there are even four different versions known to 
me. 1. MS. Brit. Mus., 14659 fol. 3a-28b, perhaps by George, Bishop of Arabs, in a MS. of the 8th 
or 9th century. 2. MS. Brit. Mus. add 14658, fol. 73a-91b, probably by Sargls of Ras 'Ain, in a MS. 
of the 7th century. 3. MS. Bibliotheque Nationale, Ancient Fonds 161, fol. llb-27b (according to 
a collation of Dr. Winckler) = MS. Vatican 158, fol. 27b (collation of Prof. Guidi), by the cele- 
brated Ya'kubh 'UrhayS (cf. Hoffmann, De Hermeneuticis, p. 17). 4. Berlin MS. Sachau 226 fol. 
10a-42b, a very recent, copy (see A Treatise on Syriac Grammar, p. 22). I have made faithful 
copies of the London and Berlin MSS. 

s Cf. Wright, Catalogue, p. 1156a. Zotenberg, Catalogue, p. 202. 
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The MS., however, contains no work of Aristotle. The text which still 
remains in addition to the tables, consists of a rhymed metrical description (I can 
not call a poem) of the human body. The description is interrupted (verses 37- 
162) by a comparison of the human body with the vegetable and animal world. 
Verses 162-165 read "we will also enumerate briefly | each one of the parts (of 
the body) | what power it has | in the human body. | " 

As the description now stands (completing the first strophe), it contains 267 
verses. The beginning is wanting. How many verses there were originally it is 
now impossible to say. I think the end is complete. Whether the leaves which 
contain the following text follow each other correctly is questionable. They were 
disconnected and bore neither mark or catch-word. The Kurrasa number did not 



208 Hebraic a. 

suffice. I have simply arranged the leaves' in the way the text would give the 
best sense. 

We have here the heptasyllabic metre of Mar(i) 'Aprem (^i- 2 ! -t^ ? J-**- 1 ) ; 
each strophe consisting of four verses. I was for some time doubtful whether 
fol. 3a was in its proper place. The strophe has five verses ; but in two other 
places the same thing occurs (lines 234 seq. and 259 seq.), which seems to show 
that the addition is intentional. 

The title and the author of the composition are unknown. From line 37, 
(lr«^ v 3 ^), 1- 165 (1zcl*j)» Ij^s p<n), and from the fact that the personal pro- 
noun which refers to the subject of which the author is speaking is always mascu- 
line, I infer that the title was ].<iajJl» )j«ji V^. Karmseddinaya, ap. Payne 
Smith, col. 2354, s. v. jiJZsio , cites two verses (255, 256) as from a )£-»aAio " met- 
rical homily or description." The same is the case with verses 31 and 32 ; see 
Payne Smith, col. 978, s. v. Pojjm . In his article on the word j& «o * V > col. 2238, 
Payne Smith says that where Karmseddinaya uses the word as an authority, he 
does so " spec, de Bar-Heb. carminibus." I am unable to decide whether this is 
so in our case. The full title no doubt is l^a-»Jl? 1»«^ "^? ]&»o*io . 

The MS. is written in a good bold Nestorian hand of about the seventeenth 
century .i Vowels and diacritical points have been abundantly added. I have not 
thought it necessary, except in a very few instances, to reproduce these. Profes- 
sor Noldeke, of Strassburg, has very kindly offered me some textual suggestions 
which I have acknowleged at the foot of the page. 

5 1 
. ,-Aie-f^ 1*^: M Ij-s 

. i ■•,-Vio ■■ |-,-nMVZo 

. .'^VSV lymSISnZ JU] . . ) »<.»•• jl^i A_m_s \_a_s 

13 9 



i Cf . the specimen of the Munich MS. given in Budge, The Book of the Bee. Oxford : 1886- 
»N61d.; MS. ^^1 
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. ]L"^Z 'tsi'as jp Vaao 

17 

. IZcj-.j-ico ] Zn . N .. 
. . JZn inNVie c , n Vi ii o 






25 



37 
. ]Zn1 tii] >-s| ^_? oiJ^ £j\ 

... jZaJio iJiii^D ouiZujo 



3a 
jjo^o }iooy£ _ip»&^£ ova 

. IIS] >lN0 tO p)Oi.C 

... \Xls Voj Ifffl) ^OVB 






U- 



i Nold.; MS. li-0 
*3 






a Fol. lb. 



41 

jjo^olo j^iwSn >o,-oal* 
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53 

... jifijio, OUCoLO ) *1j.^? 

61 

. )Zoj u^ ^s] j.i.nVi'''. 
69 

... ]^n t .ii v^i] oiio^o 
77 

_<9LS ■ »i1i 01 \i i. ]£JkSO? 

85 



. ]2Lk£>?Z ) »1 po J «SiO 



49 

. ] A ■'■■^ . iNai — «o<ji 

. |Z [ *. ufft ^4001 ^-Of-2 

. . ]l »iit P ]Z, ii|.rie 

57 
. }Joi \a!^ *-*-**)? V-*-" 

. )i.\nVi ji?-^ ]oai 

• jiS-inVi \jsa±> 07i ZniS 

65 
. jZoVitVin oi^ wfioi-i 

. )Zn-ii lb >aL Jj.iio 

73 
. ai\> n ^cio£w|? a |iZ] ooufi 

81 



i Bead |Zo?Z| 



2 Fol. 2a. 



. |^jo] ^-*J| t^M? osU]o 

. | i mn {] eilVi |?<J| 

.;. |_i0_4/ |ooi I^rol n C51) 
Nold. ; my copy has j^J t * Ms. 1 » ■ N t ; 
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93 

. : . liiiyl^o jjiJjJo 
101 

. liiiljci , n\wo . tS ■? 

. |Za_o_^ — «J p> ■ «S.| 

... jZa^jJiQias . m^l^co 

109 

117 

125 

. ]fl .I >Sn» (J-sj? 2ui] 



. |Zo_j_4/ aiN->\ Ji?]? 

... |Aiocu. v .S-;^s jjom 

97 

. jA_u» j , *, a j <JLS ft-]j *»oi£> 

105 
. — igiZi miSSo _io ^f^c 

113 
. v « 1Sj ]^ la-fl Zaio ? 



kaii, 



P o x > Snn j„ u p <=> ^_.|o 



121 



1-^a^ope Irs^s ova Zu| 
. ]2JOs Vo?}) }jLio,o 



i Pol. 2b. 



212 Hebkaica. 

. : . ]i-k£ |Snt\ ] t f~.S -etc 
133 

. ,_«)) ) 1 ■-,- * a jso i- 
. ^k^o }o\\ i^^o 

• ■ N ' n * ^ ir-*f^ lr*\ ' 
.;. , i\ai ^oJ| |,_ooo 

142 

. |Z?aSa ? Z ? i^a^J i-| 

1^-^^- ^li \fOS r-j? 
... )zci«yja ^i.Nji ,-io 

150 



158 
. ) * « r.e )|->i-o 13-..- 



129 

. |i-k.o jpHioZ i-=}^c 

... |Zoa*4? >oi> Ir^^ 

138 

. I ^^V^.Vw .. w\ . *^>* - 
. |Zp">t- £ 01-ii-]? V^S* 

146 
. | Zo . OS ^q«y k*aj]o 

. ]£-*Jo )-.;_«. JLfcJuEO 

154 
. U^ k=^. r-.iZio 



1 Pol. 3a. 
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166 



\ w 



ojt, \t ^A,i ^oioiw.) ^.alo 



■ Q31 . \S OU1 ]dL^,0 1-<S;' 

, .=ai_i£^] ]l » «•"> *-=-^ Jo 
.oau^s Ops) >_»^.2uk,] Jo 



174 
. )ZaJftN iii jfSs _ioo 



163 

. jZaliO ^ 1,- IfM Vii 

•:■ l^o-*J|? li^ P<^=> 

170 

P=J-v ^-«-= us) ) >ll\ , *^l\ 



182 

... |/p 4 ,15 *^; <J|_ij..JlJJ 



178 

. ]iw*ioj -"■ ^ a B , ViSo 
)A ffliN {iCfL Imo±o ,_io 



190 
. ]^a^o {^~oo4u£JLs 

... j^iiio Val* lj,-Aioo 
198 



186 

194 

. |ft i^gi\e 1WX 



i Fol. 3b. 2N61d.; MS. i-uasas] 
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Hebeaica. 
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1-^aco; \iit "Vj^tn ji u ,' 

. U^o l,i\V ; j_.cLas:|? 

. ) tNVim j.n^-i >a^ise 

... 1 1 . *g . oiTI ^ «-^*V 



. ^osls t n\Sre |iHi ji\> »' 
qui »Ss ov\ ir*SV Oo2 ^3i 



214 

. jZnl .vj^s ^ool^ jlnV' 
. )ZaX.oi?o ) >SViN 



210 

. |Zcj_ij_c ;,,,iVo 

... )Z<1 >N>< P? 9LS lfO-5 



222 



• ^svX Ji-}io l^u»a-^ ^ 
_».oi^3 t a^ae ai\ « no oi *j aJ 



230 

o 



. )ZO| »Sni aiii l^^iJ^ 



218 

. )Zi)Z |^ 'yijfM. 

. ]ZoZ _r££&^e? — >Joi 

. ]j.C r *C )^lia» _.5LliiC5 

226 

■ ;- » *j MO )icj><jl , »\gl 



i Fol. 4a. 2 Nold. ; MS. ]*'r 
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. _.ji »N.s ^ i>vo ) ^w 
. : . ^oiioi. ,^4*»F ir*^ 3 ? 

347 
. *><T1 \2} -""^ *■ — |3L^>S — ±0 iw4»I^ 

. ^01 |2ufc» |JJ>&^ |jsi v*01O 

... ^.oi ]& t i n^mVi oiiooaao 
255 

. ]£J2£o \*soi . t ,y,a. , s 

. ]t .IS .-^o ,_*J| ,_Joio 
... ' ^viV. n^e e ] , "V 

264 

. 0l£*fcfijZ OUiA-i] ]jbic 

.;. oi^ols !"— ^as ]^?o 



234 

o 



. ]Zl&o Jiioj 1 <^*?r^ 
. |£jifij 001 p(^a 



243 
010 



. ]ZcUki2^ pool — .culiac 
.;. lZCL^O)ic VjCaS ).1n\ 

251 
. \Lu>, aiN-i\ ) t » ^ -1 

... jlsaioo i-i?jio jLsZ +*] 

859 
. sl^ 1 i| p; 001 _•) ) ■v~^ 

. sw^ > owl; ojooi |(-i3l> 

. ou^. ;, *V 0010 ]\ *»\ 

. atX }j»5 j-oamsjjo 

.;. Otis, ],_*, i„n\ jl no<-«. 



1 Fol. 4b. 



2 So the MS. We must read either ] Jwals Payne Smith, col. 1768, s. v., and 732, s. v. )£S\^. 
(where )£. °u~> = \b ^1*> and where Smith's correction is wrong-; of. also col. 1725, s. v.), col. 1767, 
foil no ]£J&ic in " Causa Causarum," or rather ]£J-S? . Cf. the passage cited by Karmeddin- 
Sya ap. Payne Smith, col. 2254 (where we must read li-oCJ-u and not ii-ool^.). 

sNold.; MS. )&UtN ■ mSpo 



